COLLEGE PLANNING TERMS

Common/universal application

Form that allows a student to submit one application to many different schools. Both are available online: 

http://www.commonapp.com and http://www.universalcollegeapp.com. 

Some schools also require supplemental forms.

 

Early decision

A binding agreement between you and the school. You apply early, and if admitted, are bound to attend the school. The application deadline occurs early and the admission decision is delivered early.

 

Rolling admissions

A process in which a school reviews applications and makes decisions on them throughout the year.

 

Early action

You can apply to an early action school and receive your admission response early. The decision is usually non-binding, but you may agree to forgo applying to other early action/early decision institutions. When conditions apply it is sometimes called Restrictive Early Action.

 

Open admissions

An admission decision, usually made by public junior and community colleges, without regard to your academic performance.

 

Transcript

The official record of your educational achievements, provided by your high school.

 

Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA)

The key to unlocking student financial aid, it should be completed and submitted as soon after January 2 as possible. The form and supporting information can be found at http://www.fafsa.gov.

 
You can find glossaries of college and financial aid terms on several websites, including:

 

Finaid.org: http://www.finaid.org/questions/glossary.phtml
College Confidential: http://tinyurl.com/4vfskn
FastWeb: http://tinyurl.com/545n5f
